Weisberg casts doubt 
on new JFK plot claim 
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A Texas man’s claim that his 
father shot John F. Kennedy in 1963 
was disputed by a Frederick man 
who has written six books about the 
presidential assassination. 

Considered one of the country’s 
leading authorities on the Kennedy 
killing, Harold Weisberg, 77, of Old 
Receiver Road, said Tuesday, 
“there's not a word of it that’s 


true.’’ 

The latest theory surfaced during 
a news conference Monday by 
unemployed oilfield worker Ricky 
Don White of Midland, Texas. 

He said his father, Roscoe White, 
who died in 1971, acted on orders 
from the CIA to shoot Kennedy. 
According to The Associated Press, 
both the CIA and FBI on Tuesday 
dismissed the allegations as 
“ludicrous” and “not credible.” 

Acknowledging that it was 
unusual to be backing up the 
government, considering that most 
of the extensive files in his base- 
ment were the result of his battles 
with Washington, Mr. Weisberg 
jvas more upset by Mr. White’s 
"claims. 


“The guy just wants to make 
some money,” he said. “It just 
confuses the public more” and 
protects “first, the government, 
who didn’t do its job, and secondly, 
those who were responsible” for the 
assassination. 

The Associated Press reported 
that Mr. White said during his news 
conference that he hoped his story 
would result in a book and movie 
contract. 

Mr. White’s contentions are that 
Lee Harvey Oswald — who the 
Warren Commission concluded 
acted alone — didn’t fire any of the 
shots in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. 
Instead, he believes his father, at 
the time working for the Dallas 
police, was one of three men taking 
part in the plot. He also thinks his 
father killed Dallas police officer 
J.D. Tippit who the Warren Com- 
mission said was killed by Mr. 
Oswald. 

While Mr. Weisberg believes 
“beyond question” that the assas- 
sination was a conspiracy, he 
doesn’t think Mr. White’s story 
holds water. 

“One thing common in all these 
exploitations is that they’re made 
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Harold Weisberg is interviewed in his basement Tuesday for a 
segment of the television show “Inside Edition.” 


by people who are ignorant,” Mr. 
Weisberg said. 

Citing as an example Mr. White’s 
contention that Mr. Oswald had 
been picked up by his co- 
conspirators after the shooting, 
Mr. Weisberg said, “It was a 
physical impossibility . . . Oswald 
was seen on a bus, in a cab” by 
witnessess who would have nothing 
to gain by lying. 

He also said that Mr. White’s 
allegations that his father took part 
in several other CIA killings didn’t 


even conform to the worst spy 
novel. 

Mr. Weisberg, who has never 
met Mr. White, had the chance 
Tuesday afternoon to refute the 
man’s contentions during a televi- 
sion segment of Inside Edition. 
With Mr. Weisberg in Frederick 
and Mr. White in Texas, the two 
were connected via satellite. 

He suggested on the show that 
Mr. White was “ripping off the 
minds of the people” and later said: 
he “has a reputation for seeking 
commercial” gain. 
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